Rollins College

Rollins Scholarship Online
Rollins College Bulletin

College Publications and Reports

1942

Rollins College Bulletin Rollins College in the War Crisis 1942
Rollins College

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.rollins.edu/r-bulletin

l~·Co II,

'518,75'!>
R 5'~ b
1/,3 ? RO

LL IN S
1
~ coLLEGE
BULLETIN

ROLLINS COLLEGE
IN THE
WAR CRISIS

ROLLINS COLLEGE BULLETIN
VOL, XXXVII

JUNE,

1942

No. 4

Issued Quarterly: Admitted as Second-Class Matter at
Winter Park, Florida, Post Office, Under Act of Congress
of July, 1894.

Rollins College in the War Crisis
is a social institution which exists for the purpose of perpetuating
and advancing a culture. We are now
living in an historic epoch in which our American culture and the democratic institutions
which contribute to its perpetuation are struggling for their very existence. In this struggle every individual in ou_r nation must make
his contribution toward winning the war.
At the same time it is important that we do
not lose our democratic ideals by sacrificing
those social and educational institutions which
are responsible for their preservation.
In a democracy individuals are not molded
into rigid patterns by educational institutions. Instead there is cultivated a progressive development of individual lives on the
basis of their capacities, talents, ·and interests,
to the end that the common good may be
served. Nations and societies which hold that
the individual exists for the state seek to mold
their members into rigid and static personalities. Nations and societies which believe that
institutions exist for the good of individuals
recognize that an individual can acquire
knowledge, wisdom, and character, so long as
he lives.
The Rollins College program has been
and is predicated on two propositions: ( 1)
The individual is a growing, dynamic person whose life should be directed by his search
for the truth; (2) The College has a very
definite responsibility for the guidance of
each individual student since his life and
character are being established by his education.
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This war is one which will determine the
right of individual human beings to develop
their lives according to their individual capacities and in accordance with the truth.
The war and peace aims of our nation affirm
and reaffirm the worth of the educational
ideals of Rollins College. The retention of
this type of education is essential to the preservation of democracy, and in our war effort
we must not lose sight of the fact that only
an educated citizenry can achieve the purposes
for which we are now fighting.

A Reoriented Curriculum

T

HE Rollins faculty, believing that the
purposes of education can best be served
by directing every effort to teaching
the implications of all studies for the democratic way of life, has undertaken to reorient
the content of all courses to the war effort of
our nation. Courses must justify themselves,
not only in terms of academic content, but
also in terms of students' present responsibilities. The material in every course, therefore,
has been pointed toward the issues of the present time.
Courses in religion attempt to develop
attitudes which will increase stability and
strengthen character in times of crisis. They
foster vision and farsightedness of the world
as it ought to be, as well as the obligation on
all to bring this better world into being.
Philosophy points out clearly the effects of
various philosophical systems on the course
of world history.
Psychology teaches the
motivation of human beings in social, economic, and political institutions, and explains
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the effects of propaganda and other types
of suggestion on the thinking and development of individuals and groups.
The social sciences-economics, business,
sociology, and government-all have direct
bearing on the critical problems of the world
situation. Wars have economic causes and
consequences.
In business courses special
emphasis is given to the economics of war.
In courses on social trends and on the development of social institutions, the changes
brought about and being brought about by
war are studied. In economic geography the
distribution of raw materials with respect
to war economy is examined.
At the heart of production lies the labor
problem, one of the most pertinent issues of today. A course in labor relations deals with
these questions. Courses dealing with international relations trace from their beginnings
the fundamental causes of conflict between
nations, and give special attention to the
problems of post-war peace.
Courses in history are pointed definitely
toward the interpretation of the causes and
effects of wars, and ideas which have controlled the relations of sovereign states toward one another and toward subject peoples.
The development of science in mechanical
and technical fields has made scientific training fundamental in our culture. The Rollins
courses in chemistry, physics, and mathematics
offer practical pre-training for both production and military service.
'Fhorough instruction in English is vital
in time of war. English courses are designed
to train the student in orderly processes of
expression to the end that he may not only feel

the power which comes from effective selfexpression, but may also become aware of the
discipline and order which lie behind any
fruitful effort.
In literature courses the
student is taught the germinal ideas which
have guided the growth of England and
America. In this way he learns the issues
to which men have dedicated their souls, for
which they have given their very lives, and he
learns the power of literature to create a dynamic and intelligent citizenship.
Students who have a competent knowledge of foreign languages are playing an
increasingly important part in our war serThe Rollins courses emphasize the
vices.
practical side of language instruction, and
students are led to acquire a conversational,
technical, and scientific vocabulary that fits
them for work as interpreters and translators.
The importance of language differences in
conflicts between races is discussed and analyzed.
Art, music, and drama contribute through
the development of appreciation of the good
and the beautiful. They teach poise, and in
their practical phases offer entertainment and
tension release in a time of strenuous effort.
The Art Department at Rollins has made a
very practical contribution in terms of fostering Inter-American exchanges in art. An
exhibition of Costa Rican paintings and sculpture was the initial step in this program.
Studies in the arts at Rollins are directed toward giving expression to forces at work today, and fostering that type of creative activity which reflects democratic ideals.
The physical education program has been
accelerated through corrective gymnastics and
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greater emphasis on physical fitness for all.
Those men who are enlisted on a deferred
basis in the army, navy, and marines follow
a physical education program prepared by
these services.
Rollins believes that this reorientation of
courses is one of the effective means of creating direction, purpose, and stability in college
students. The content of the curriculum is
being progressively changed to meet present
issues. In this accomplishment Rollins believes that it is playing an effective part in
training people to meet the demands of the
present day.

The Guidance Program
EDUCATIONAL institution functions
prii_narily to guide the development
of its students. This guidance is of
~wo main kinds: ( 1) The student is guided
m the classroom and in his study by instructors as he acquires knowledge and understanding of facts; (2) He is guided by the total
educa_tional program of the College in the
select10n of those activities in which he will
engage.
Rollins College has found the Conference
Method of teaching and study an excellent
means for the guidance of students as they
acquire knowledge. The war, however, has
pl_aced a special responsibility on the College
with respect to the guidance of students in
the selection of their activities. The immediate reaction to this crisis has been a sense
of disruption in the lives of the vast majority
of our people. Normal activities and normal
plans are entirely inadequate. The call to
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military duties and the call for workers in
the production of war materials have been
added to and in many cases have superseded
the normal aims and purposes of the young
people of our country.
While it is true that every individual
should decide for himself where his duties
lie, a wise decision is possible only on the
basis of an adequate knowledge of the facts.
In a situation of this sort two sets of facts are
needed: ( 1) There must be a knowledge and
understanding of national aims, needs, and
policies; (2) There is need for self-understanding on the part of the individual-a
knowledge of what he is capable of doing
and where he will be most efficient.
Rollins has set up an Advisory Board
which functions to collect these facts. This
Board has on hand the available information
on the world situation, on national needs, on
our Government's programs, and, what is
equally important, the educational record of
each student. This record is carefully analyzed in order that the student may evaluate
himself clearly and make the most fruitful
use of his capacities. With all these facts at
hand the student is able to set up purposes
and goals for his life which will organize his
energies efficiently.
This guidance program has been incorporated by faculty action into the curriculum
plan of the College. As a part of this program, achievement and aptitude tests are given to all students and carefully selected faculty advisers are assigned to each student to
help him understand the facts on which he
should base plans for his future.

